International Straw Building Conference

MEDIA RELEASE

A Strawbale Orphanage 

and The Hall of Conciliation

November 1 2002

A Hall of Conciliation and a task force to build a strawphanage in South Africa will be the key aims of an international conference on strawbale building to be held next month.

Conference convenor and well-known Australian strawbale builder, John Glassford, of Huff n’Puff Constructions, said the conference will be an eventful and significant gathering of pioneers in sustainable straw bale construction from around the world.

“We’re calling on any interested, builders, architects and benevolent investors to become part of a task force to build a strawbale orphanage in Capetown, South Africa for Mama Amelia,” Mr Glassford said today.

“Mama Amelia has become known to us through the International strawbale network as a wonderful woman who’s literally been picking children off the rubbish tips of Cape Town for the past 32 years and giving them a home.”

Mr. Glassford said the local council of Mfuleni 40 kilometres from Cape Town had donated two acres of land to Mama Amelia’s orphanage called Sakhumzi {which means building a shelter} for a purpose-built home for the orphans she helps through her wonderful work.  Mama Amelia's website can be found at 

http://www.amelia.de/english/index.html 

Mr. Glassford said that the NSW Department of Regional Development and Rotary International are getting behind raising the necessary funds to get Mama Amelia here to Wagga Wagga and Ganmain for the conference.

“The next step is to generate designs, funds and a team to go to Capetown and build a strawphanage for her, and Susan and I are committed to leading the building team.”

The Hall of Conciliation in association with the local Wiradjuri community will also be constructed in Ganmain during the International Straw Building Conference, to be held in Wagga Wagga and Ganmain, NSW from December 1-7, 2002.

“My wife Susan and I have decided to return a piece of land that we own in Ganmain to the traditional owners, the Wiradjuri Elders, where we will build the Hall of Conciliation as part of the practical sessions for the conference delegates.”

“This building will be used for teaching and amongst the teaching will be sustainable building.  We are forming a trust fund and body to run The Hall of Conciliation with the Wiradjuri, the people of Ganmain and ourselves.”

“This is practical conciliation where we hope that many people will come to learn. We also hope that we will be able to teach the teacher who can then go back to their land and teach their people how to build in straw bale.

John Glassford is President of AUSBALE* and Convenor of the International Strawbale Building Conference 2002. He can be contacted on (02)6927 6027 or Mobile: (0412)116 157

A web link to the Conference is 

http://www.csu.edu.au/special/strawbale/
*The Australian Straw Bale Building Association.

